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o the reſt of the Pariſhioners 
of St. Bartholomew near the 
EXCHANGE; 
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SERMON 


Now made Publick at their Requeſt) 
is humbly Dedicated, 


\s a ſmall Teſtimony of his Gratitude | 
| and AﬀeCtion, | 
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and mot Faithful Servant, 
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1 Cor. XV. 58. 

BB Therefore my beloved Brethren, be ye 
-  ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 

ing in the Work of the Lord; foraſ- 


much as ye know, that your Labour is 
not in vain in the Lord, 


' & THIS Pathetical Inference of the 

Apoſtle, from a long Diſcourſe of 
| the Certainty and Manner of our 
future Reſurrection, and the different De- 


grees of Happineſs, and Weights of Glo- 
wy 7 


8 The Duty and Reward . 
ry we are to expect in another World, 
Nr ehaviour in this, is ſo 
all of Comfort and Inſtruction tb cory 
fincere Chriſtian, that T could not thin 
of any more important Advice, to con- 
cluder; my Labours atnong Yi in #1 
And as they are the laſt that 1 may 
ſpeak in this Place, ſo I promiſe my ſelf 
W if they were the laſt 
ords I were to ſpeak in the World; 
and we were never to tneet again, but at 
the Dreadful Tribunal of GOD, there to 
give an Account of what I have Taight, 
and how you have improved. - + 
And indeed had 1 Tithe to ſum up all 
the Diſcourſes you have ever heard from 
me, I could not from them all draw a more 
proper Inference, or a more important Con- 
cluſion than this; Therefore my beloved Bre- 
thren, be he ffelfaſt, anmoveable, always 4 
branding. in the Work of the Lord; nor add 
a more powerful Motive to enforce it: 
For aſmach. as ye know, that your Labour is not 
in buin in the Lord, 1 
I thank God, I can with Confidence 
appeal to moſt that hear me [this Day; 
that I ſeldom entered into Controverſies 
of Religion, which (to your Praiſe be it 
ſpoken) are in a manner uſeleſs on fo 
"conformable a Pariſh; that I never Lo 
| cert 


cern'd myſelf with Controverſies of State, 
as Foreign to my Purpoſe, but have always 
made it my Buſineſs, by laying before you 
the certain Grounds of our Faith, the Hap- 
pineſs of Heaven, the Horrors of Hell, 
the Reaſonableneſs, the Wiſdom, the Plea. 
ſure, the Profit of Religion, &s. To per- 
ſuade Men that their Labour ſhall not be 
in Vain in the Lord, | 
And I cannot but imagine, from that 
great Kindneſs and Civility with which I 
have been treated, and the many Favours 
I have received, (which upon this Occa- 
ſion, I'beg Leave publickly to acknowledge, 
and ſhall always gratefully remember,) 
and eſpecially from thoſe tender Diſpoſitions 
I have obſerv'd in moſt of you, to pro- 
mote, nay, even to purchaſe Peace among 
your ſelves: I cannot, I ſay, but preſume, 
that my weak Eadeavours have not whol- 
ly loſt their intended Effect, nor my La- 
bour been in Vain in the Lord ; and that 
I have little more to do at preſent, than to 
perſuade you to continue Stedfaſt and Im- 
moveable, and always abounding in that 
Work of the Lord, in which you are at 
_ preſent happily Engaged. | 
I. By Explaining the Duty in its ſeveral 
Parts, whichthe Apoftle here recommends, 
rd 7 * Be 
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10 The Duty and Reward 
Be ye ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the Work of the Lord, © + 


II. By Endeavouring to Enforce it with 
proper Motives, more particularly that 
which is here mentioned, Becauſe we know 
that our Labour is not in Vain in the Lord. 


1. I am to Explain, the ſeveral Parts of 
the Duty here recommended, 

By the Work of the Lord, we are to un- 
derſtand all thoſe Works of Faith, that 
Labour of Love, and that Patience of: Hope 
which God has ſer us about; all thoſe Mat- 
ters of Faith, and Precepts of Manners, 
which are fully and expreſly deliver'd to us 
in the Scriptures. | 

*Tis to be Devout in our Offices, and 
Orthodox in our Principles of Religion, to 
ſubdue our Luſts, govern our Paſſions, 
bridle our Tongues, and correct the Irre- 
gularity of our Appetites. 

Jo be Humble and Charitable, and 
inoffenſive ; to be Moderate in our Deſires, 
Temperate in our Enjoyments, and mo- 
deſt in our Conceits; honeſt in our Deal - 
ings, and faithful to our Promiſes. | 

Theſe are the only Arts of Living a Chri- 
{tian ſhould be acquainted with; this the 
Work our utmoſt Zeal and Induſtry ſhould 
be apply d to. And 

This 
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This is alſo The Work of the Lord; not 
che Injunctions and Traditions of Men, 
nor the Reſult of any Fancy or Opinion of 
our own; * | 


Tis the Word of God, and nothing elſe, 
that muſt be the Rule of our Judgments, 
Affections, and Converſation ; and he that 
will run Succeſsfully,” muſt keep within the 
Lines that are mark'd out for him, muſt 


run the Race that is ſet before him, and not 
any wild Vagaries of his own Humour and 


Fancy, or the inconſiſtent Rambles of Folly 
or Enthuſiaſm 5 which generally end in no- 
thing but pernicious Hereſies, or frivolous 
Superſtitions, or unwarrantable Singulari- 
ties. t T | 

- Whereas the Chriſtian Religion is a direct 


and even Courſe, and conſiſts chiefly in Acts 
of ſolid and ſubſtantial Piety and Benefi- 


cence ; neither will the Mint, Annice, and 
Cummin of a few ſuperficial Formalities e- 
ver balance the Negle& of thoſe weightier 
N of the Law, Faith, Judgment and 
rey. 5 i; 52 3:20 
«ppl Faith we are alſo here exhorted ta 
be Stedfaſt and Unmoveable, againſt thoſe 
Legions of Hereſies that are now in Arms 
againſt us. And becauſe in Duties poſlible 
and neceſſary, every inſtance of Difficulty 
is a motive to Diligence: I may perhaps pro- 
5 2 voke 
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voke your Reſolution and Activity againſt 
them, by diſcovering their Strength; 
Here the forlor Hope of Atheiſin draws 
up againſt the whole Body of Religion: 
There a Band of D#ifts attempt to ſtorm the 
Trenches of Revelation. i 
Here the Foreign Troops of Sociniani ſin 
oppoſe the Doctrines of the Trinity and In- 
carnation, and flout at the myſterious Con- 
tri vance of our Redemption ; as if What 
Angels deſire to look into, were defign'd only 
for the Wits of this Age to ridicule: There 
a flying Squadron of Looſe Livers and Free 
Thinkers appear with the glittering Sword 
of ſuperficial Knowledge, and the ſolid Buck- 
ler of Ignorance againſt the Truth and Wiſ- 
dom of God; and are refolv'd to let in no 


more Light than their own Lives will bear. 


To think freely of the Nature, and intrude 
boldly into the Counſels of the Almighty, 
till they can advance ſome Pretence or other 
for their Sins 3 and are ſtedfaſtly purpoſed 
never to lead a new Life, whilſt they can 
but cover an old one, tho' it be with a Fig- 
Leaf, 1911 J 1 = Do u | 
Here the new recruited Forces of Aria- 
niſm lie ſapping and undermining Chriſtia- 
nity, by expounding away its chiefeſt and 
fundamental Articles: There the modern 
Levellers in Divinity deftroy the Nature and 

| Power 


: 


Fes ä : \ 
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Poder of its Offices, and wound Religion 
thro the Sides of the Clergy, 


From all their Incurſioris it comes to paſs 


unt che Didinctions of Good and Evil, 


Right and Wrong are thrown down, the 
natural Immortality of the Soul difputed, 
and the Rewards and Puniſhments of another 
World (which are the main Springs of all 
Chriſtian Activity) clogg'd with A lurdity 
by the fooliſheſt, the meaneſt, the moſt in- 
conſiderable Part of Mankind, who have of 
late aſſum'd an Air of Infidelity, as imapin- 
ing it the finiſhing Stroke of a Gentleman 
to ſpeak the Language of Hell without the 
ad rear wn Ponta 
From among this multitude of dangerous 
Enemies it is that weare'calPd upon to double 
our Guard, to put on the whole Armony of 
— 5 and to ſtand Stedfaft and” Unmove- 


And as their Number is incteaſed, and 
their Obſtinacy heightened, by the Schemes 


of Senſuality that they generally Propoſe, 


or naturally Advance: So that the beſt Me- 
thod of ſecuring out ſelves from the Violence 
of their Attacks, is, 

T abound in the Work of the Lord; not 
only to do the Work of the Lord, but to 
abound in doing it; never to ſtop our Pro- 
greſs in Religion, out of a fond Opinion that 
we have gone far enough already; but to 
proceed 
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proces in the Practical Part of our Duty, 
rom one Degree of Virtue to another, till 
we arrive at the Meaſure of the Stature of 
tbe fulneſs of Cbriſt z and riſe to the high- 
eſt Degrees of Perfection, that our Nature, 
aſſiſted by the Grace of God, is capable of. 
We are not only to do no Harm, (for at 
this rate we had as good never have been 
born) but to Acquire, and Exerciſe, in their 
utmoſt Latitude, and in the beſt Manner, 
all thoſe Graces and Virtues that tend to the 
Order and Beauty of Society, to adorn hu- 
man Nature, and to raiſe it to a Similitude 
with the Divine. | | 1 
And what an indelible Reproach does this 
part of our Obligation fix upon the Practice 
of thoſe, who ſuffer even the Expences they 
were content to be at, upon the Freaks and 
Vanities of Life, to exceed by far thoſe 
poor Droppings that are hardly extorted from 
an overgrown Treaſure, to the Support and 
Encoufagement of wearied Virtue, or the 
lowder Cries of importunate Miſery. 


Is this to abound in the Fruits of Righte- 
ouſneſs? Is this to perfect Holineſs in the 
Fear of God? Who has commanded us to 
Love and Obey Him, with all gur Heart, 
with all our Souls, with all our Strength, 
and with all our Minds; that is, with all 
our natural or acquired Abilities, and to con- 
tinue this Work of the Lord even to our 
Lives en. "= 


4 
* 
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As we Value the Meaſures of Faith that 


N we have already attain'd, as we would ſe- 
cure the joyful Hopes that we have found- 


ed upon it. We muſt be always ſtedfaſt and 
unmovcable in our Principles. 


As we would not forteit the Fruit of our 
paſt Labours, nor run ourſelves upon grea- 


= ter Difficulties than we have already ſur- 
mounted: As we would not plunge our- 
ſelves into deeper Guilt, nor expoſe our 
Souls to the dreadful Hazard of an Hotter 
= Damnation, than if we had never enter'd 
upon it, We muſt always abound in the Work 
of the Lord, and never leave it but with 
our Lives. 


Religion is not to be made a Thing by 


© the by ; and we muſt never imagine, that 


fewer of our Leiſure Hours than we com- 
monly beſtow, even upon the Diverſions 
and Impertinencies of Life, will be ſuffi. 
cient to allow the great Concernment of 
our Souls. 

Neither muſt we be good only, as ſome 
are, when it makes for their ſecular Inte- 
reſt ; nor wear our Virtues only when 
they are in Faſhion and Requeſt, but con- 
ſtantly appear in them under the greateſt 
Diſadvantages of Singularity and Con- 
tempt. | 

We muſt not only difown and ſhun 
Wickedneſs, when it is commonly odious 


aud 
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and deſpicable ; but diſclaim and avoid it 
in its moſt Triumphant Proſperity, but re-. 
ſolutely endeavour to Stem the Overflow - 
ings of Uogodlineſs, ſtand upright in a 
crooked Generation, and "defy the Scorn, 
deſpiſe the Rage, and bear up againſt the 
Impudence and Malign.ty of a wretched 
AME. 3142 F 4 8 
; 0 one Word, We muſt never ſtrain our 
Conſcience in Hopes of Preferment, nor be 
wanting to Truth ſor Fear of looſing it. 
The Purity of Religion, like that of 
Gold, is to be try'd in the Furnace of 
Temptation: And he, whoſe Piety 'varies | 
and fluQuates, according to the different 
Changes and Chances of the World: He, 
whoſe Religion in all the tedious and peril- | 
lous Voyage of Lite, ever ſinks in the Calm 
of Pleaſure, or the Storms of Affliction, 
has too much Reaſon to ſuſpect its Worth. 
For who is there that would not be thank- 
ful, whilſt he is laden with Bleſſings, and 
an uninterrupted Gale of Proſperity attends 
him? Whois there that would not be cour- 
teous, while Men give him Reſpect, and 
flatrer his Inclinations? Who cannot glo- 
riouſly pronounce himſelf in Charity with 
all the World, while no Body injures or 
affronts him? 
But to Humble ourſelves under the migh- 
ty Hand of God, and be Thankful, as it 


were, 
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Pere, with Tears in our Eyes, and under 


vid it the Diſappointment of our Wiſhes; to re- 

ut re: fit Revenge at a ſecure Opportunity, to 

flow- forgive the 'moſt provoking Injuries, and to 

in | a ſorgo the deareſt Things that the Intereſt 

Scorn, Wot Piety demands; theſe are the brighteſt 

ſt the Evidences of the Sincerity of our Profeſſion. 
Again, We muſt not only be devout at 


tched Z a 
Iſet Times, and upon Solemn Occaſions, and 


n our have one Week of Retirement, perhaps ſuc- 


or be ceeded by another of Debauchery, pray this 
Hour, and defraud the next; ſerve God one 


it. 
at of Day, and never think of him in ſix; but at all 
ce of {Kt Seaſons, and upon all Opportunities, We 
raries muſt carry on an even Thread of Obedience; 
rent We muſt obey God at all times, and will- 
He, fully offend him in none. | 
Yeril- ME And when a Man is thus acted by an 
alm & invincible Reſolution, of having always 4 
tion, Conſcience void Offence, towards God and to- 
rth. ward Men; when he thus holds faſt his 
ank- Righteouſneſs and will not let it go; when 
and no Tryals or Sollicitations whatever will 
ends oblige him to remove his Integrity from 
our- him as long as he lives ; when he has the 
ang Courage to preſerve his Loyalty ro GOD 
glo- iatire, though the World, the Fleſh and 
with the Devil conſpire againſt him; when he 
8 Or. is not to be drawn from it by the Pre- 
valency of bad Examples, nor laugh'd out 
igh⸗ of it by the lewd Mirth of Atheiſtical Men, 
is it C nor 


ere, 
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nor frighted from it by the Frowns or Diſ- 
pleaſure of the Great. rol 

When a Man dares to be honeſt in ſpight 
of Calumny and Reproach, and inviolably 
ro purſue what is good and fair and ho- 
nourable, even through the Thorns and 
Briars of Perſecution and Diſtreſs ; when 
he is reſolved to conſult the Peace of his 
own Mind, let the World go as it will, 
and never will fully to tranſgreſs the Dictates 
of Natural Reaſon, or reject the Light of 
Supernatural Revelation. is BH 


This Man, notwithſtanding the many E 2 


Infirmities of Human Nature, which he 

— i r ſhou 
cannot wholly diſcard in this Life, but 
heartily endeavours to correct, notwith- 'J 


ſtanding ſome Slips in the Paths of Righte- % 4 


ouſneſs, which through Weakneſs or 1nad- © fog 
vertency, Surpriſe. or, Wearineks, he may 19 
make, may very properly be faid to have ar- 5 
rived at a bleſſed State of Chriſtian Perſeve- oy 
rance; and that it may be final, I come in te n 


2, Next Place to lay before you, ſuch un 
Motives and Encouragements, as may 

. not 

tend to make it ſo. | * 


For tis poſſible to draw off from ve- || © 
ry hopeful Beginnings, to fink even when | — 
we are juſt arrived at the Haven where we 

would 


= ſhould ever afterwards mi 
fections upon the Deformity of Sin. 
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5 would be; and to fall back to Hell from the 
ver Confines of Heaven. 


Upon this Suppoſition, all the Promiſes 


and Threatvings of Scripture, all its Incite- 
meats and Encouragements to Virtue, all 
its Cautions and Perſuaſives againſt Vice 


do proceed. boo | 
It indeed we refle& upon the Nobleneſs 


ad Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, the 
Plainneſs and Perſpicuity of its Laws, the in- 
= herent Goodneſs and Spirituality of its Pre- 
= cepts; one would think it ſtrange and in- 


credible, that Men who have ever once 
caſt an Eye on the 112 of Holineſs, 
place their Al- 


But fince there are many Wrecks of Inno- 


cence; ſince Faith and Conſciznce lie daily 
floating upon the Sea of Life; ſince it is 
no Where promiſed, that the irreſiſtible 
Power of God's Grace, ſhould ever deter- 
mine us to an unchangeable Goodneſs, which 


would at once deſtroy the Nature of Man, 
and the Nature of Virtue. 
Since it is abſolutely neceſſary, that we 


not only abound in the Work of the Lord, 


but alſobe found ſo doing: Let us ſeriouſly 
conſider the Difficulty and Danger of a Re- 
covery, if we once relapſe into Sin, after 
we have taſted the Fruits of Righteouſ- 


nels, | 
D 2 | The 


- „ 
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The Apoſtle aſſures us, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
* That it is impoſſible, i. e. tis extremely 
difficult, for thoſe that were once en- 
* lighten'd, and have taſted of the hea- 
« venly Gift, and were made Partakers of 
© the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the | 
« good. Word of God, and the Powers of 
* the World to come, if they fall away, to 

renew them again to Repentance. 
Repentance is no leſs than the painful Ex- 
periment of reducing an old Diſlocation; 
tis an utter Deteſtation of Sin; tis the So- 
lemn laborious Task of changing Affecti- 
on, and eradicating Habits, and of bring- 
ing our ſelves to loath and abominate what 
was once purſued with the greateſt Pleaſure 

and Delight. 1 
The callous Knees, gutter'd Cheeks, and 
other Sacred Deformities of Primitive Pe- 
nitents, ſhew plainly, that this excellent 
Remedy ſor the many Diſorders of human 
Life is very harſh and unpleaſant, and a 
wiſe Man would chooſe to let it lie uſe- 
leſs, rather than make himſelf deadly fick | 
to try the Virtue of it, which we dare not ſe 
but tell you, in the Cafe now before us, is n 
very uncertain, tho our Eternal Life and C 
Happineſs depend upon it. 5 4 
8 
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For, alas! The chief Ingredient may be 
wanting, and then all the Compoſition will 
be rendred uſeleſs and inſignificant. 


Without 
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Without the 8 of God it is im op. 
all out 


3 to Repent : Men may nauſcate, or 
with ſome particular Sins, and their very 
# Defires' may fail towards sthefs. 


The dreadful Flaſhes of Guilt may let in 
Hell upon their Conſciences, and draw 
From their Eyes, and Sorrow from 


they Weep not for God, but for themſelves, 
and without the Converſion of the Soul 
to a vigorous Mourning, and ſollicitous 
Love, all this is but the Garniſh of Repen- 
tance. Ang 

This is the peculiar Work of chat bleſſed 
Aſſiſtant of Souls, the Holy Spirit of God, 
whoſe Grace they have little reaſon to ex- 
pect, who have Sinned beyond the Obliga- 
tion of Promiſe, and have vex d, and griev'd, 
and dif appointed him. 

Nay further yet : Tho? the Father of Mer- 
cies ſhould again afford his Aſſiſtance to 
ſuch wretched Creatures ; for as much as he 
proceeds ordinarily by the Courſe of natural 
Cauſes (and the Apoſtate has no great rea- 
ſon to expect Miracles for his Recovery) it 
muſt needs, notwithſtanding the Divine 
Grace, be a very difficult Matter to recover 
an old ſtiffen'd”'Sinner with a ſtupified 


— 2 a N Body, and a corrupted 
oul 


And 
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And ſhould God by an extraordinary 
Grace give ſuch Men, Power, and by a pe- 
culiar Mercy, Leiſure to repent; yet there 


cannot be that pg; en SatisfaRion in 
Repentance, as in au habitual Courſe of Ho- 


Iineſs; and tho? Forgiveneſs be made over 
to us, upon Condition of a ſincere: Repen- 
tance; yet no Man can be ſo ſure that he 
has fully repented of any Sin, as that he 
once was guilty of it; and conſequently 
ſome fecret Fears and Miſgivings of Thought 
will naturally interrupt the Peace and Quiet 
of our Minds, proportionable to the Breach- 
es and Inequalities of our Obedience. 

Nay even the reviving Inſtrument of our 
Pardon, tho ſealed in the Blood of Chriſt, 
will have ſome black Strokes of Grief upon 
it; and cannot be look'd upon but with 
Tears in our Eyes, tho? the certain Effect of 
it be an Eternity of Joy and Triumph. 


II. Let it be obſerved. in the next Place, 
that a State of Perſeverance is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to our eternal Sal- 
vation. __ 


Tho? the Goſpel of Chriſt is not fo rigo- 
rous a Diſpenſat ion, as to exact from us an 
abſolute Indefectibility in the whole Courſe 
of our Lives; yet it lays upon us a 

pecullar 
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Peculiar Obligation to conſider our latter 


here nd; and our laſt Will, in relation to Spiritu- 

N in al Things as well as Secular ; revokes and 

Ho. undoes all that went before, and makes a 

over final Diſpoſition of our Souls in one Caſe, 
ss of our Eſtates in the other. 


To ſay that we were once Good, that we 
were formerly Righteous, will only ſerve at 
the great and terrible Day of Accounts, to 
© aggravate the Guilt of our renounced Inno- 
IX cence and loſt Integrity. God will certain- 
ly paſs Sentence upon us, according to the 
moral Condition of Nature, as it ſtands then; 
= and all our paſt Labour of Prayers and Tears, 


it. i all our frequent Intercourſes with God, all 
pon the good Offices we have done to our Neigh- 
ich bour, all the Duties of Sobriety and Tem- 
+ of berauce we have perform'd to our ſelves, all 
4 our former Abſtinencies, and Struggles, and 
| 2 Contentions will be in vain, if we take no 
ace Care to ſecure them by our future Beha- 
"1 [4 viour. | 
ar And if it be abſolutely neceſſary that we 
2 ſhould dye the Deatb of the Righteous, and 
that our lat End ſhould be lite his; it muſt 
in. | be alſo highly expedient that we ſhould al- 
, 
5 And if any Man ſooths and flatters himſelf, 
2 that in the Bloom and Spring of Youth, when 


War his Spirits are brisk and lively, and his Re- 
- tiff 


24 he Duty and Reward 
lich of Senſual Entertainments quick and 
vigorous, he may allow himſelf a little La- 
titude in the Enjoyment of them; that the 


other World is now at a great Diſtance, II 
and he may take Care for that when he is 
Old, or Dying. This Man builds the Hope 
of his Salvation upon the Sand, runs the 
Hazard of that neceſſary Grace of God, 
which he is now provoking to deſert him; 
and is in a very dangerous and almoſt de- 
ſeperate Condition. | | 

For who can tell but that the other World We 
may be much nearer him than he is aware n the 
of? Or how can we ſatisfy our ſelves that the Mo glo! 
ſhort- Repentance of a few Days or Hours F not, 
ſhall atone for an whole Age of Sin? Or {Wearnec 
that God will be ſatisfied with the poor Re- Nome, 
mains of a decrepid Carcaſs, that has ſpent {Whear l 
it's Vigour and Activity in the Service of the 
„ >: - | For 

Whereas if a Man always abounds in the {00d 
Work of the Lord, he is always prepared to ſouls : 
dye, and that amazing Entry of Eternity, {Fut10n: 
which to the Sinner is like a dark Paſſage to IÞ ſecre 


a comfortleſs Priſon, is to him but a pleaſant Nhe P 
Step into another World from this Sink of Why 
Sin and Miſery ; there to take Poſſeſſion of Ne arc 
that Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, £Y oice 
which he has all along ſought for, by Patient Ito us. 
Continuance in Well-doing. And this brings Neef 
me to . | thy dot 

A III. That NNoiſe, 


K and 


tance, 
he 1s 
Hope 
1s the 
God, 

im; 


ſt de- 
World 


aware 
at the 
Tours 
2 Or 
r Re- 
ſpent 
of the 


n the 
ed to 
rnity, 
age to 
aa ſant 
ink of 
ion of 
tality, 
atient 


brings 


That 


: | 
le La- | 
at the 


of Religious Stedfaſtneſs. SM 


III. That grand Motive which is more 

articularly taken notice of in the 

Text, viz. The Belief of a future 

Reſurrection, and the Conſequentes 

of it: Foraſinucb as we know, that 

our Labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. 


We know that God uſually requites Men 
the very Way, wherein they endeavour 
o glorify him even in this World; and 


F not, tis no great Matter, good Men have 


zarned to Deſpiſe it; but in the World to 


ome, they ſhall be ſure to reap the Fruit of 
heir Labour, . 


For what elſe mean thoſe Notions of 
300d and Evil that are implanted in our 


Fouls? Why have we a Judge and an Exe- 


utioner within us? How is it that we feel 


i ſecret Joy dart through the Mind, upon 


he Performance of any good Action ? 
hy are we dejected and caſt down when 
e are conſcious of any bad one? Tis the 
oice of God and Nature that calls loudly 
o us. If Thou doſi well, ſhalt thou not be 


accepted; but if Thou doſt ill, Sin lieth at 
thy door, and all the Pomp and Vanity, 
Noiſe, and Hurry, eee all the 


ſtudied 


j 
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ſtudied Arts of Oblivion in the World ſhall 
not be able to remove 1t, IT 

We know in a peculiar manner, Tha 
our Saviour has brought Life and Immo. 
tality to Light through the Goſpel, ani 
by his own Reſurrection has given us; 
plain, undeniable, infallible, ſenſible Prog 
that our Souls cannot die, and that our dea 
Bodies ſhall be again advanced into theit 


riſe 
e diff. 
ſs in 
aſona 
0 ply 
cnlitecr 
all 
eal{ur 


> pro 
priſtine Form from the Ruins of Mortality. vec 
And what a powerful Motive, what a gl e Ex 
rious Encouragement is this, for us to H ppoſe 
Stedfaſt and Unmoveable, and always aboundWbnſeq 
ing in the Work of the Lord ; to conſide Glo 
that in a very little time we ſhall be whole he 
releaſed from it, and eternally rewarded fu Let 
It. In an 
When we ſhall ſee and feel that all thoſ- eſe 
Tofty Deſcriptions of Heaven, which nowWine 


hardly gain our Belief, are far beneath the 
Dignity of that Happineſs they are deſign' 
fo repreſent ; but are only a Veil of Figures 
and a Cloud of ſenſible Similitudes, drawn 
over that Glory which is too glaring for the 
the Eyes of Mortality; too big. tor even 
Thoughts and Wiſhes, much more for 
Words, to come up to: For Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither baue enter' 
into the Heart of Man, the Things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him. 


And 


of Religious'Stedfaftneſs. 27 
And here I am ſure you will permit me 
riſe in the Argument, if we add there 
e different Meaſures of Glory and Happi- 


14 aß 


Tics in another World; and that it ſeems 
Immo aſonable to imagine that God will more 
:1, ar ply recompenſe the Perſevering than the 
DO us enitent Chriſtian : For.ſhall not the Judge 
> Pro all the Earth do Right? And fince the 
ur dead leaſures of our Happineſs muſt therefore 
o thci proportionable to the Meaſures of our 
rtality, bedience z he who never broke out into 
t a glo-fhe Extravagances of a wicked Life, may be 
18 to be ippoſed to have a greater Love to God, and 
boundWbnſequently a better Title to an higher Orb 
conſide Glory, than he who often Tranſgreſſes, 
whollyWho' he often Repents. | 

ded fu Let us then never forfeit our Probity up- 


n any Condition whatever; and though 
erſecutions aſſault us, or Flatteries under- 
ine us, Proſperity - endeavour to blow us 
p, or Adverſity to craſh us down: Let us 
lwayr abound in the Work of the Lord, 
praſmuch as we know, and are aſſured, 
bat our Labour is not in vain in the Lord, 
Let us frequently imprint in our Minds, 
low daring and provoking a Sin it is to de- 
art from our Integrity, 'tis to deny our 
ord and Maſter ; to defile the 'I emple of 
he Holy Ghoſt, and to proſtitute our in- 
aluable Souls which were once employ'd in 
D 2 admiring, 


II thoſe 
ch now 
ath thel 
deſign 
* 1gures if 
„ drawn 
for the 
or even 
dre for 
ath not 
enter'd 
rs which 
we hin. 


And 
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admiring, and loving, and adoring God, t 

the Service of the Devil. 95 
Had we never had the Advantage of th 
Word of God ʒ had we been bred up under th 
Darkneſs of Heatheniſm, what might hay 
concealed might u excuſed our Maſca 
riages. 
ut after a oublick Profeſſion of ' our Re 


ligion, after ſeveral Advances made toward ita 
Heaven, to draw back unto Perdition, ani He 
do Deſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, is cet in; 
tainly to become worthy of a much for: 
Puniſhment, and an hotter Hell. U 
Are we then lately enter'd into the Ser th 
vice of our Lord? Let us not defile ths ſp 
Temple which is juſt ſwept and | | 
for his Reception. tl 
Is our Piety grown familiar and almol be 
natural to us by Time and Experience? Le P 
not our Wiſdom depart from us in the E q 


vening of our Days ; nor let us ſuffer ou 
ſelves to be carried back into the. Wilder 
neſs, even in View of the Land of Promiſe. 

But let him that is Righteous, think it 


ven he come to be eſtabliſh'd in an 1m- 
moveable Goodneſs, beyond the Reach © 


Danger, and the Power of Temptation 
. there ſhall be nothing to warp and | 


by als his Affections, nothing to . 
an 


d 

\ 

his Duty to be Righteous till; z till in Hes 
{ 


God, t 
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and take off his Mind from an unchangeable 
Love of God and Virtue. 

Tis . Advantage bf tue Goſ pel, 
that the Gates of Heaven are ſet wide- 
open to us, and: ſuch an Aſſurance given 
us, That our Labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord, as is ſufficient to excite us 
to. the Performance of the rougheſt In- 
ſtances of Duty; and to know mote of 
Heaven, might make us impatient of tarry- 
ing upon Earth. 

It concerns us therefore to make a right 
Uſe of what we know, and never to loſe 
that encouraging Proſpect which the Go- 
ſpel affords. 

For all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and 
the Glory of them, are not ſufficient to 


bend the Reſolutions, or move the ftedfalt 


Perſeverance of that Man, whoſe Mind is 
full of Heaven, and Eyes fix d upon the 
Recompence of that Reward. 

He ſits Triumphant with the World un- 
der his Feet; having his Heart always 
with his Treaſure above: And he that 
lives above the World at preſent: Where 
ſhould he live but in Heaven hereat- 
ter? 

And now, my Beloved benen, tho 
with an Heart full of Gratitude, Affection 
and Sorrow, I am forced to leave you ; 


and 


» 
Ha 
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and that Office which I have always with 
the greateſt Pleaſure executed among you ; 
Yet as I have hitherto taught you the 
Good, and the Right Way.; ſo God for- 
0 bid that I ſhould Sin againſt the Lord, 
* in ceaſing to pray for you as long as 1 
lle | . 
That ye may be filled with all the Ful- 
neſs of God; that he would Bleſs you with 
all ou Bleſſings and Graces ; that ye 
may Rejoyce in the Lord always ; and be- 
ing filled with all Joy and Peace in Be- 
lieving, may Abound in Hope thro' the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt. 
That the Lord would make you to en- 
- creaſe and abound in Love one towards an- 
other, and towards all Men, even as Ve do 
towards you, 
That your Love may abound yet more 
and more in Wiſdom, and in all Judg- 
ment, i | 4 
That ye may approve Things that are 
Excellent ; that ye may be Sincere and 
without Offence, to the Day of Chriſt, be- 
ing filled with the Fruits of Righteouf- 
neſs, Finally, That ye may be perfect, of 
good Comfort, and of one Mind ; that ye 
may live in Peace, and that the God of 
Love and Peace niay be with you here, 
and you with him hereafter, in eternal 
| | Manſi- 


* . 


125 
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Manſions of Peace and Glory. Which 4 
of his Infinite Mercy grant, for the Yau 


8 of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
T0 whom with the Father and 
: the Holy Spirit, Three Perſons 
e and One God, be all Honour 
ih | and Glory, Adoration and Obe- 

8 dience, now and for evermore, 
Amen. 
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E A L for Religion Recommended In a Sermon 
2 preach'd at the Aſſizes at Sac, Aug. 4. 1710, By 
Fred. Corne wall, M. A. Vicar of Bremſteld, and Lecturer 
of Ludlow in the County of Salop. Publiſh'd at the Una vi- 
mois Requeſt of the High-Sheriff, - and the Gentlemen 
of the Grand Jury of the ſaid County. 7, 
An Univerity Oration concerning the different Fates 
of the Chriſtian Religion, ſpoken in the publick Act of 
the Univerſity of Geneva, the 11th Day of May, 1708. 
In which the Apoſtolicallnſtitution of Epliſcopacy is afſerted, 
Separation on the account of 8 is condemn'd, and 
an univerſal Conformity of the Proteſtant Churches to the 
ancient Diſcipline and Worſhip- is wiſh'd for. By John 
Alphonſus Turretin, Paſtor, Profeffor of Divinity and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and Deputy - Rector of the Univerſity. 
The Second Edition. To which is added, Dr. Nzicholls's 
Thanks to Mr. Turretin; Written by Order of the Society 
for Propagation, for his Oration of the different Fates, de- 
dicated'to them. . 
An Oration of compoling the Differences among Pro- 
teſtants, wherein the Points in Controverſy between the 
' Lutherans and Catvinifts are ſtated, and a Method of Re- 
conciliation propoſed, Ge. By the ſame Author, 

The Royal Pattern; Or, A Sermon upon the Death of 
Her late moſt Excellent Majeſty Q. Anne; preach'd in the 
Pariſh-Church of Finchley in the County of Middleſex, 
upon Sunday Auguſt the 8th, 1714. And in the Pariſſi- 
Church of St. Mary Aldermanbury, upon the Sunday follow - 
ing. By Nat. Marſhall, L. L. B. Rector of Huchley, and 
Lecturer of St. Mary Aldermanbury. Publiſhed at the 
Requeſt of thoſt who hear'd it in each Audience, The 
Fourth Edition, 3 8 
The Art of Self Government, in a Moral Eſſay. In 
3 Parts, Containing 1. The Nature of Seli- Government, to- 
gether with the ſeveral Rules of its Practice, 2. A Vin- 
dication of the Pleaſures of Sell-Government, proving, 

that they are True, Subſtartial, and Durable, whilſt theſe 
of Senſuality are Deluſive, Uncertain, and Unſatisfactor y. 

. The Outward Advantages of Selt-Government,' as 
Health, long Life, Riches and Honours in this World, as 
well as Eternal Felicity in the World to come. Firſt Writ- 
ten to a Gentleman in the Univerhty, and ſince fitted for 
publick Uſe. T he Second Edition Corrected. 
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